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INTRODUCTION

The primary function of the public schools is to provide educational
experiences and opportunities for each student. Education usually takes
place in an atmosphere of good order and discipline.

The purpose of this document is to provide information concerning the
responsibilities and rights of students. Disciplinary procedures are also
included for those who do not accept these responsibilities and rights.

An effort has been made to examine the practices of our schools and
develop a fair and consistent Code that should set a tone for an
atmosphere conducive to a positive educational experience. Student
responsibilities, as well as their rights have been specifically defined.
Inherent in this and all other codes is the individual’s rights to due
process of the law.

II.

PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS

Following is the philosophical basis upon which the student’s
responsibilities and rights exists:

s Schools must make available written rules of conduct to students
and parents. Students and parents must assume responsibility for
knowing and observing both school rules and state laws which
govern student conduct.

* School administrators have an obligation under State law to
enforce compulsory school attendance laws. Students have an
obligation to avail themselves of the opportunity for a free
education.

* Schools must provide an educational program based upon the
needs of the students and society. Students have the
responsibility to utilize their educational experience.

* Schools should provide for opportunities for participation in
extracurricular activities. Students should avail themselves of
participation in those activities which are of interest to them and
for which they qualify.

= Schools must provide an environment which assures respect for
persons and property. Students have an obligation to respect the
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persons and the property of others.
s Schools have a responsibility to insure the privacy rights of
students as specified by law.

* Schools shall provide opportunities for student groups to meet in
accordance with rules and scheduled use of facilities.

* Schools have an important role in providing effective avenues for
student expression in a wide variety of ways. Students should try
to understand the attitudes and viewpoints of the entire school
community.

III. STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS

Students have responsibilities and rights relative to the knowledge and
observation of school rules. They also have definite responsibilities and
rights in the areas of attendance, right to learn, participation in school
programs and activities, respect for persons and property, privacy,
assembly and free speech and student publications. Following is a
listing of the specific responsibilities relative to the many aspects of their
educational experiences.

A. RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Students are responsible for knowing and observing school
rules.

2.  Subject to law and rules of the State Board of Education and
of the district school board, each student enrolled in a school
shall:

» During the time she or he is being transported to or from
school at public expense;

* During the time she or he is attending school;

* During the time she or he is on the school premises
participating with authorization in a school-sponsored
activity; and

» During a reasonable time before and after the student is
on the premises for attendance at school or for authorized
participation in a school-sponsored activity, and only
when on the premises, be under the control and direction
of the principal or teacher in charge of the school, and
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under the immediate control and direction of the teacher
or other member of the instructional staff or of the bus
driver to whom such responsibility may be assigned by
the principal. However, the State Board of Education or
the district school board may, by rules, subject each
student to the control and direction of the principal or
teacher in charge of the school during the time she or he
is otherwise en route to or from school or is presumed by
law to be attending school.

Students have the responsibility to take advantage of their
educational opportunity by attending all classes daily and on
time.

Students have a responsibility to:

» Take advantage of the appropriate school programs and
not infringe on the rights of others to learn.

* Involve themselves in the classes in which they are
enrolled through participation as directed by the teacher.

» Involve parents and school personnel in making certain
curriculum choices.

Student organization officers and representatives have the
responsibility to be alert to needs of the school, the concerns
of the student body and to work toward the satisfaction of
these needs and concerns to the best of their ability.

Students have the responsibility to:

= Respect the persons and property of other students and
the school staff.

» Take care of the property of the school system.

Parents, guardians, and eligible students have the
responsibility of informing the school and individuals or
agencies who are working actively and constructively for the
benefit of the student, of any information that may be useful
in making appropriate educational decisions.






10.

11.

Students have the responsibility not to carry or conceal any
such material that is prohibited by law or would detract from
the educational process.

Students have the responsibility to plan, seek approval, and
conduct those activities which are consistent with the
educational objectives and responsibilities of the school.

Students have the responsibility to accept the rights of other
individuals to have differing viewpoints and to express
themselves on those issues in which they disagree in a
manner which does not infringe upon the rights of others or
interfere with the orderly educational process of the school
and is not obscene or libelous or in violation of the school
rules.

Students also have the opportunity to develop responsibility
by participating in the student crime watch program which
assists in the control of criminal behavior within the schools.

B. RIGHTS
1.

Students have a right to expect clear and understandable
rules and regulations to be furnished by the school. They may
expect these rules, regulations and laws to be enforced fairly
with the right of due process afforded.

Students have the right to clearly defined information on
School Board Rules and individual school policies dealing with
attendance.

Students have a right to participate in the appropriate school
programs at all levels of instruction and in an atmosphere
conducive to the teaching-learning process.

Students have the right under the direction of a faculty
advisor to:

» Form and operate within their respective schools,
appropriate student organizations.

* Seek office and participate in activities and organizations
regardless of race, sex, color, creed, or political beliefs.



S. Each student has the right to expect:

= That his or her person and property will be respected by
other students and the school staff.

= The school property to be safe, clean, attractive and well
maintained.

6. Students have the right to:

» Be protected by legal provisions which prohibit the release
of personally identifiable information to other than legally
authorized persons and to inspect, review and challenge
such information as provided by law.

= Privacy in their personal possessions unless the principal
has a reasonable cause to believe that the student is
concealing material, which possession of, is prohibited by
law.

7. Students have the right to assemble peacefully on school
grounds or in a school building. Exercise of this right shall be
denied when it substantially and directly endangers physical
health or safety, damages property, or disrupts the school
program.

8. Students have the right to express themselves and to petition
and survey student opinion in accordance with the established
procedures.

IV. LEGAL BASIS FOR STUDENT DISCIPLINE

There are several state laws which grant authority in the area of
developing a Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. This code is
consistent with the Washington County School Board Policies.  The
Policies and Procedures should be consulted regarding a specific area as
it relates to the rights and responsibilities of students.

School Board Policy 5.32 - Zero Tolerance for School Related Crimes,
explains that it is essential that schools be safe and orderly to provide
environments that foster learning and high academic achievement. The
District shall strive to protect students, staff, visitors and volunteers
from harm and to protect victims of crime from further victimization.
This policy applies to conduct on School District property, school or
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District provided transportation and at any school or District sponsored
activity. This policy implements the zero tolerance policy as outlined in
Florida Statutes and State Board of Education rules.

A. AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD {1006.07}

The School Board acting as the board shall exercise all powers and
perform all duties listed below:

1.

STUDENT WELFARE

Provide for the proper accounting for all children of school age
for the attendance and control of students at school; for proper
attention to health, safety and other matters relating to the
welfare of children in the following fields, as prescribed in
Chapter 1003, Florida Statutes.

CONTROL OF STUDENTS {1006.07(1)(a)(b)}

a.

Adopt rules for the control, discipline, in-school
suspension, suspension, and expulsion of students and
decide all cases recommended for expulsion. Suspension
hearings are exempted from the provisions of Chapter 120.
Expulsion hearings shall be governed by ss. 120.569 and
120.57(2) and are exempt from s. 286.011. However, the
student’s parent must be given notice of the provisions of

s. 286.011 and may elect to have the hearing held in

compliance with that section. The district school board
may prohibit the use of corporal punishment, if the
district school board adopts or has adopted a written
program of alternative control or discipline.

Require each student at the time of initial registration for
school in the school district to note previous school
expulsions, arrests resulting in a charge, and juvenile
justice actions the student has had.

Have the authority as the school board of a receiving
school district to honor the final order of expulsion of a
student by any state or out-of-state public district school
board or private school, or lab school, for an act which
would have been grounds for expulsion according to the
receiving district school board’s code of student conduct,
in accordance with the following procedures:



= A final order of expulsion shall be recorded in the
records of the receiving school district.

* The expelled student applying for admission to the
receiving school district shall be advised of the final
order of expulsion.

» The district school superintendent of the receiving
school district may recommend to the district school
board that the final order of expulsion be waived and
the student be admitted to the school district, or that
the final order of expulsion be honored and the
student not be admitted to the school district. If the
student is admitted by the district school board, with
or without the recommendation of the district school
superintendent, the student may be placed in an
appropriate educational program at the discretion of
the district school board.

CoDE OF STUDENT CONDUCT {1006.07(2)}

Adopt a code of student conduct for elementary schools and a
code of student conduct for secondary schools and distribute
to all school administrators, at the beginning of every school
year, and is available on-line at www.wcsdschools.com. A
district may compile the code of student conduct for
elementary schools and the code of student conduct for
secondary schools in one publication and distribute the
combined codes to all teachers, school personnel, students,
and parents or guardians at the beginning of every school
year. Each code of student conduct shall be developed by the
school board; elementary or secondary school teachers and
other school personnel, including school administrators;
students; and parents or guardians. The code of student
conduct for elementary schools shall parallel the code for
secondary schools. Each code shall be organized and written
in language which is understandable to students and parents
and shall be discussed at the beginning of every school year
in student classes, school advisory councils, and parent and
teacher associations. Each code shall be based on the rules
governing student conduct and discipline adopted by the
school board and be made available in the student handbook
or similar publication. Each code shall include, but not be
limited to:




Consistent policies and specific grounds for disciplinary action,
including in-school suspension, out-of-school suspension,
expulsion, any disciplinary action that may be imposed for the
possession or use of alcohol on school property or while attending
a school function or for the illegal use, sale or possession of
controlled substances as defined in chapter 893, of the Florida
Statutes.

Procedures to be followed for acts requiring discipline, including
corporal punishment.

An explanation of the responsibilities and rights of students with
regard to attendance, respect for persons and property, knowledge
and observation of rules of conduct, the right to learn, free speech
and student publications, assembly, privacy, and participation in
school programs and activities.

Notice that illegal use, possession, or sale of controlled substances,
as defined in chapter 893, Florida Statutes or possession of
electronic telephone pagers, by any student while such student is
upon school property or in attendance at a school function is
grounds for in-school suspension, out-of-school suspension,
expulsion, or imposition of other disciplinary action by the school
and may also result in criminal penalties being imposed.

Notice that the possession of a firearm, a knife, a weapon, or an
item which can be used as a weapon by any student while the
student is on school property or in attendance at a school function
is grounds for disciplinary action and may also result in criminal
prosecution

Notice that violence against any school district personnel by a
student is grounds for in-school suspension, out-of-school
suspension, expulsion, or imposition of other disciplinary action by
the school and may also result in criminal penalties being
imposed.

Notice that violation of school board transportation policies,
including disruptive behavior on a school bus or at a school bus
stop, by a student is grounds for suspension of the student’s
privilege of riding on a school bus and may be grounds for in-
school suspension, out-of-school suspension, expulsion, or
imposition of other disciplinary action by the school and may also
result in criminal penalties being imposed.



Notice that violation of the school board’s sexual harassment policy
by a student is grounds for in-school suspension, out-of-school
suspension, expulsion, or imposition of other disciplinary action by
the school and may also result in criminal penalties being
imposed.

Notice that policies to be followed for the assignment of violent or
disruptive students to an alternative education program.

Notice that any student who is determined to have brought a
firearm or weapon, as defined in chapter 790, to school, to any
school function, or onto any school-sponsored transportation, or to
have possessed a firearm at school, will be expelled, with or
without continuing educational services, from the student’s regular
school for a period of not less than 1 full year and referred to the
criminal justice or juvenile justice system. District school boards
may assign the student to a disciplinary program or second chance
school for the purpose of continuing educational services during
the period of expulsion. District school superintendents may
consider the 1-year expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis
and request the district school board to modify the requirement by
assigning the student to a disciplinary program or second chance
school if the request for modification is in writing and it is
determined to be in the best interest of the student and the school
system.

Notice that any student who is determined to have made a threat
or false report, as defined by ss5.790.162 and 790.163, respectively,
involving school or school personnel’s property, school
transportation, or a school-sponsored activity will be expelled, with
or without continuing educational services, from the student’s
regular school for a period of not less than 1 full year and referred
for criminal prosecution. District school boards may assign the
student to a disciplinary program or second chance school for the
purpose of continuing educational services during the period of
expulsion. District school superintendents may consider the 1-
year expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis and request
the district school board to modify the requirement by assigning
the student to a disciplinary program or second chance school if it
is determined to be in the best interest of the student and the
school system.






