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Suwannee Middle School, 1730 SW Walker Avenue, Live Oak, Florida 32064

Honoring Our
Shining Stars

Welcoming
Williams

By Keri Marshall

By Shamira Mendoza and Emily Peterson
And the winners are… Mathematics teacher,
Stephanie Sampson, is this year’s Suwannee
Middle School Teacher of the Year, and
School Resource Officer, Lee Willis, is the
newest SMS School-Related Employee of
the Year.
Sampson is a seventh grade mathematics
teacher at SMS and has been teaching for 24
years, at the middle school, high school, and

college levels. She would love to one day
teach a course on Financial Literacy as well.
Sampson said, “As I look back at my
history, I was destined to be a mathematics teacher. My eighth-grade mathematics
teacher would constantly ask me to go to the
chalkboard to explain problems to my classmates. My ninth, tenth, and eleventh grade

Laura Williams has become a priceless
part of the Suwannee Middle School family
as the new Assistant Principal.
Although this is her first year at SMS,
she has worked in the field of education for
15 years. Now serving in her fourth year as
Assistant Principal, she has also served as
a 5th grade teacher for seven years, math
coach for two years, and college instructor
for two years.
“I love coming to work each day,”
exclaimed Williams. “I think the heart and
dedication of the faculty and staff is incredible.”
It is no surprise that she loves her job,
considering she has always wanted to be an
educator. Even as a child, Williams wanted
to be a teacher when she grew up.
“The Assistant Principal seems like a
really nice and loving person,” stated Avery

See Shining Stars on Page 3

See Assistant Principal on Page 4

SMS Teacher of the Year Stephanie Sampson
with Dr. Jimmy Wilkerson and Laura Williams
Photo Credit Linda Strait

SMS SREOY Officer Lee Willis with
Dr. Jimmy Wilkerson and Laura Williams
Photo Credit Linda Strait

What do the Christmas Holidays mean to you?
“I appreciate
my family and
friends.”

Sarah Albertson

“My family is
the most important part of
Christmas.”
Jay Smith

“The holidays are
about family and
getting gifts.”
Savannah Long

“It represents
Jesus’ birthday.”
Easten Kirby
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HOLIDAY BAND CONCERT ON DEC. 14

By Natalie Smith
Make plans to attend the Winter Band
Concert, featuring the Suwannee High School
Band, along with the Suwannee Middle
School Band, and even a very special guest!
The SMS band concert will be on December
14, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., at
the Suwannee High School
Auditorium. The SHS Band
is joining forces with the
SMS Concert Band (grades
7-8), Beginning Band (grade
6), and SMS Jazz Band.
The bands will be playing mashups of Christmas
songs that we all know and love, as well as
popular Disney tunes and children’s songs.
“The biggest obstacle for a band concert
is picking the right music, getting the students to practice, and picking a theme,”
said Morgan Williams, SMS Band Director.

The SMS Band is comprised of 43 students playing a variety of instruments. They
spend the majority of their time blending
with each other and improving their sound.
Williams stated, “Obviously, I’m a teacher,
so I teach students a love for
music. I’m passionate about
music and my dog Molly.”
Williams can play all of
the instruments in the band,
but mostly plays trumpet.
She says the best thing
about teaching band is taking a piece of music that
is hard and almost making it easy for students to play. All it takes is a lot of practice.
Future SMS Band Concerts will take
place in the months of February and May.
See you on December 14, 2017, for a
musical holiday celebration like no other!

SMS SPANISH CLUB RETURNS

By Brianna Jenkins

Suwannee Middle School
is proud to reintroduce the
Spanish Club, giving students
a greater opportunity to interact with Hispanic cultures.
The purpose of the Spanish
Club is to provide diverse educational opportunities outside
of the classroom. Activities
this year have included creating
informational posters, school
event banners, and paper mache
maracas. Students also learned
how to play maracas and learned
about Die de los Muertos.
”I think it is an amazing club
because it introduces me to other
cultures and is pretty ‘lit,’” said

Avery Horan, an 8th grader.
The SMS Spanish Club Officers
include President Julie Romulo,
Vice President Jake Wooley,
Secretary Avery Horan, and
Ambassadors Daisy De La Cruz
Vazquez and Katelyn Skeen.
Mirian Venero, Kim Cohen,
Martha Jones, and Stephanie
Sampson volunteer their time
to serve as Club Sponsors.

“They
are
the
best leaders,” said
Daisy De
La Cruz
Vazquez.
“ T h e
reason Spanish Club is so enjoyable is because every Tuesday
from 3:00-4:30, I learn a new fact
or word from the Spanish language. In this fantastic club, we
also learn how to work as a team.
Spanish Club can provide a great
experience for anyone,” shared
Jake Wooley, an SMS student.
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LOCAL NEWS

Christmas Comes Early
By Emma Brown and Emily Gamble

Although the weather may not feel festive,
Christmas came to historic downtown Live Oak
early, at the 33rd annual
Christmas on the Square.
On December 2, 2017,
Millennium Park flooded with people filling the
streets for this greatly anticipated event. Entertainment
included many local singers, musicians, and dancers.
There were over 250 vendors, selling holiday décor
and other handmade goods.
Many of the tents in the event
had clothes, nifty crafts, and
even toys. There were sections for candles and woodcrafts and homemade jams
and jellies. The booths were
just as diverse as the food,
which included everything
from barbecue pork sandwiches and funnel cakes to
alligator tail and fried Oreos.
Even celebrities came to
the festivities, including
America’s Got Talent finalist, David Ferman, juggler
and escape artist. Chelsea
Crockett, YouTube sensation, also made an appearance, autographing her new

book, Your Own Beautiful.
Elizabeth
Sapp
stated, “My favorite part of
Christmas on the Square was
the fact it is my annual outing with my five grandkids.”
Other holiday events
included Snow on the Square
on Friday with fake snow and
children’s slides. The night
culminated with a spectacular show of fireworks.
The Grand Finale of the
weekend celebration was the
Lighted Christmas Parade on
Saturday evening, featuring
floats created by schools,
businesses, and other organizations in the community.
“It was a great way to spend
time with friends and family
and to celebrate the wonderful Christmas holidays.
This is definitely a tradition
I want Live Oak to keep
doing for a very long time,”
said Jennifer Hutchins.
Even after 33 years, this
annual tradition continues
to bring so many smiles to
children and adults alike,
as it fills the town up with
the joy of Christmas at
this special time of year.

teachers did as well. Now to think
of it, many of my college professors
asked me to do the same. While in
college, I worked in the mathematics laboratory tutoring students.”
Sampson is humbled to receive
this honor, considering she was
SMS Teacher of the Year in 2007.
She feels that all teachers who teach
from the heart are worthy of winning this award.
Her greatest strength is the Lord,
as she quotes one of her favorite
verses, Psalm 28:7 (KJV): “The
Lord is my strength and my shield;
my heart trust in Him, and I am
helped...” After the Lord, it would
be her resilience and independence.
Sampson said, “My greatest weakness is being human. I am not perfect.”
Sampson has many hobbies,
including traveling. Sampson has
journeyed to The Bahamas, Belize,
Cancun, Cozumel, Puerto Vallarta,
Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba.
Her favorite TV shows feature Joel
Osteen and Joyce Meyer. She said
they keep her encouraged and motivated. Her fondest childhood memories are spending time with her
family.
Students describe her as loving, supportive, and trustworthy.
Stephanie Sampson stated, “We are
family and my students acknowledge this, and try to do likewise.”

Officer Lee Willis has served as
the SMS School Resource Officer
for five years. Previously, he served
as a paramedic and firefighter. He
is a true hero, as he has saved the
lives of small children and courageously gone into burning buildings
to rescue people in danger of losing
their lives.
Willis said, “I’ve been able to save
many people in my career as a fireman and deputy. I have gone into
burning buildings to save people.”
Willis was born in 1972, in
Valdosta, Georgia. His fondest
childhood memory is playing on
the playground after school with
his brother. His father is his biggest
role model, someone he looks up to
very much.
In addition to serving as School
Resource Officer, Willis serves as
head coach for the SMS girls’ soccer team. He is respected by students on the field as well as students
on campus.
Willis said that his goal for the
2017-2018 school year is “to build
better relationships with the students at SMS.”
Without doubt, Sampson and
Willis are well deserving of these
honors. They inspire students, faculty, and staff to achieve greatness in
everything they do. Congratulations,
Mrs. Sampson and Officer Willis!
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Assistant Principal, Continued from Page 1
Horan, an 8th grade student.
If she could make any
changes to the school, she
would allow for more teachers and smaller class sizes,
which would improve student
achievement.
Like most people, Williams
has a life of her own outside of school. This amazing
woman has two children, one
son and one daughter. Her son
is in seventh grade and attends
school at SMS. Her advice
for balancing both career and
family is to have a supportive husband and a great home
team cheering for you.
In her spare time, Williams
enjoys camping, spending time
with family, and having some
girl time. Her favorite food
is Mexican. The Last Lecture
and Heaven Is For Real are

two of her favorite books. Her
dream vacation would be to
take a European vacation and
to tour Paris, France.
Every other year, Williams
travels to her home state of
Iowa to spend Christmas with
her family, go sledding, and as
she says, “Live in the snow.”
Williams is already an
invaluable part of SMS. She
said she really loves SMS, and
it is evident that SMS loves
their new Assistant Principal.

Laura Williams
SMS Assistant Principal
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

By Keanna Hascue
L e s l e y 8th grader in 2017, I would find
Fry is a 6th ways to be confident in myself and
grade Social my choices. I would start planStudies teach- ning for my future by doing well
er at SMS. in school and always asking for
She has been help and guidance from teachers.”
teaching for
When she was a young per22
years,
six
son,
her dream job was modelLesley Fry
years at SMS. ing. Her hobbies include travelFry loves teaching because of the ing and being active and fit.
personal relationship she has with
Her favorite food is pasta
her students. She said one of her and her favorite snacks include
inspirations to be a teacher was her Snickers and Diet Coke. She has
5th grade teacher, Mrs. Janis Lord, been a vegetarian for 28 years.
who let Fry help around the class- She has two Great Danes, Dallas
room and count her lunch money. Andrea and Optimus Prime.
Fry says she is a history nerd.
Fry shared her family’s Christmas
She expressed, “If I could teach traditions: “My family and I wake
any other grade, it would be 11th up and have breakfast together
grade because I would love to teach and then open gifts. On Christmas
high school and American History.” Eve, we always go to Christmas
Students love their teacher Mrs. Eve service and praise the Lord
Fry, saying she is caring, passion- for our blessings. In addition,
ate, organized, confident and happy. we always pick families in need
Fry commented, “If I was an to help with gifts and food.”
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