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Our Purpose:

e Increase Student Attendance

e Develop Positive Relationships with
Parents and Students

e Increase Student Academic Performance

e Decrease Drop Out

e Build Relationships with Community

Organization



Mckinney Vento Homeless Program

Ensure that children and youth experiencing homelessness have equal
access to the same free, appropriate public education (including
preschool) as provided to other children and youth.

Improve: Enroliment- Retention - Successful completion

Remove Barriers: Attendance, Credit Accrual, Extra-curriculars

Support transitions: Prek-School and School-College/Career



Mckinney Vento: Homeless Data

3467

Particular subpopulations are at higher risk for homelessness

162%

83%

Youth with less than a high Youth reporting annual household Black or African American youth
school diploma or GED had a income of less than $24,000 had a 162% had an 83% higher risk
346% higher risk higher risk
() 0 () . .
120% 33% 200% s
LGBT youth had a 120% higher risk Hispanic, non-White youth had a 33% Unmarried parenting youth ’

higher risk

had a 200% higher risk

+% Findings from Voices of Youth Count, an initiative of Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago | voicesofyouthcount.org ¢¢




Washington County School District Support

Washington County School District awarded $60,000 Grant for Homeless Students

Washington County has hired a Licensed Clinical Social Worker to work with a

diverse population of students impacted by homelessness and other devastating

home circumstances

e Washington County has employﬂ:ensed Mental Health Professionals to help
students build resilience and cope with life challenges

e Chartwells Donated Funds towards needy families

e Transportation Arrangements

e Homeless Liaison provides information to staff and parents for identification

purpos : :
"**Quality Education Today for a Better Tomorrow
e District Staff Support
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Contact Information

Jiranda White| District Homeless Liaison

Title IX-A Homeless Education

652 Third Street —
850-638-6222

jiranda.white@wcsdschools.com o
matters

Quality Education Today for a Better Tomorrow



What does the
McKinney-
Vento Act

require
schools to do
for children
who have lost
housing?

Schools must

keep children in the school of origin (the school
the child or youth attended when permanently
housed or where last enrolled), when that is in
your child’s best interest, except where contrary
to the wishes of the parent or guardian.

Schools must remove any barriers that
contribute to exclusion or enrollment delay. This
means schools are required immediately to
enroll students who lost their housing due to
economic hardship, such as eviction or fore-
closure, or natural or man-made disasters, and
then follow up to retrieve missing information,
school records, immunization records, etc.

Each school must post the contact information
of the district’s Homeless Education Liaison.

Each school must post public notice of
educational rights of children and youth
experiencing homelessness.

Schools must ensure enrollment with full and
equal opportunity for students to succeed in
school, including participation in such school
district programs as Title |, exceptional student
education, vocational and technical, Head Start,
Even Start, preschool, and extracurricular
activities.

School District Home Liaison:

Jiranda White
Washington County Schools
850-638-6222

State Coordinator:

Skip Forsyth
Florida Department of Education
Bureau of Federal Educational Programs
Homeless Education Program
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400
850-245-0479

Program Website
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/federal-edu-
programs/title-x-homeless-edu-program-hep.stml

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
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Public Notice of Every Child Has the Right
to an Education

If you lost your housing due to economic
hardship, natural disaster, or other similar
reason, and are living temporarily with friends
or relatives, or in a shelter, motel, vehicle, or
campground; or on the street; or in an
abandoned building, then your children are
eligible to receive benefits provided under the
McKinney-Vento Act.

Your children (PreK —12) have the right to:

» Continue to attend the school they last
attended before they lost their housing
(school of origin), if that is the parent’s or
guardian’s choice and is in the child’s best
interest, or the school for which they are
zoned for their temporary residence.

» Enroll and attend classes immediately while
the school arranges for the transfer of school
and immunization records and other
required enrollment documents.

» If necessary, enroll and attend classes in the
school selected by the parent or guardian
(school of origin or zoned school), while the
school and the parent or guardian seek to
resolve a dispute over which school is in the
best interest of the child. NOTE: This does
not mean any school in the district, only the
school of origin or zoned school.

> Receive transportation to the school of
origin (if a parent or guardian requests such
transportation). NOTE: If the student lives
within two miles of the school, then whether
transportation is provided is based on the
district’s policy.

> Participate in any school programs and
receive any school services for which they
qualify.

Questions ior Parents to Ask at School

Children can be
encouraged by your
interest in their day
at school, their
homework, and the

p [ . papers they bring
1‘ ; from school.
They also benefit when you take time to ask
guestions about school and visit their school.

Here are some questions for you to ask at your
child’s school:

> Who is the local liaison for homeless
education?

» What transportation is available for my
child to stay in the same school?

A\

If we have to change schools, who can help
us quickly transfer records?

Is there a preschool program?
Is there a summer school program?
What services are available for my child?

YV V V VY

If my child needs special education services,
how do | get them evaluated?

Y

What classes or programs does this school

offer to help develop my child’s special

talent (such as art music, math, writing,
etc.)?

» What extracurricular activities are offered
by this school? How can my child
participate?

» How can my child receive free meals at

school?

» What school supplies are available?

> How will my child be able to go on
educational field trips if we are unable
to pay?

Special Education Services

Florida children between ages 3 and 22, who
are eligible for Exceptional Student Education
(ESE) Programs, may receive a variety of
services provided through the public school
system. If a child who lost his or her housing
and qualifies for McKinney-Vento benefits has
an identified disability, he or she may be eligible
for special education services.

Parents who believe their child may qualify for
special education should contact either the ESE
or Student Services Department in their school
district for additional information about
programs for students with disabilities.

Free Lunch and Breakfast Program

Public school children benefit from federal
school nutrition programs that provide
nutritious meals. Free breakfast and lunch are
available to children in public schools that offer
them, when they qualify for McKinney-Vento
benefits.



JQue deben
hacer las
escuelas por
los niios que
han perdido su
vivienda segin
lo requiere
McKinney-
Venito Ac?

Las escuelas deben mantener a los estudiantes en la
escuela original (la escuela a la que el estudiante o joven
asistia cuando tenia un hogar permanente o la escuela
en la que se matriculé mas recientemente), siempre y
cuando esto sea en el mejor interés del nifio, a
excepcidn de que vaya en contra de los deseos del padre
o tutor.

Las escuelas deben remover cualquier barrera que
contribuya a la exclusién o atraso en la matricula.
Esto significa que se requiere que las escuelas
matriculen inmediatamente a los estudiantes que han
perdido su vivienda debido a la situacion econdémica,
tales como desalojo o quiebra o debido a un desastre
natural o causado por el ser humano y luego dar
seguimiento para adquirir la informacion necesaria,
registros escolares y de vacunas, etc.

Cada escuela debe publicar la informacién del Contacto
de Educacién para Personas sin Vivienda del distrito
escolar.

Cada escuela debe publicar los derechos educativos de
los nifios y jovenes que atraviesan por la pérdida de
vivienda.

Las escuelas deben garantizar matricula con completa
igualdad de oportunidad para que los estudiantes sean
exitosos en la escuela, incluyendo la participacion de
estos estudiantes en programas del distrito escolar
como Titulo I, educacidn para estudiantes excepcionales,
educacién vocacional y técnica, Head Start, Even Start,
preescolar y actividades extracurriculares.

Contacto Local:

Jiranda White
Washington County School District
850-638-6222

Coordinador del Estado:

Skip Forsyth
Florida Department of Education
Divisidn de Programas Federales Educativos
Programa de Educacidn para
Estudiantes sin Vivienda
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400
850-245-0479

Sitio web del programa estatal
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/federal-edu-
programs/title-x-homeless-edu-program-hep.stml|
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(ada niiio tiene derecho a una educacion

Si usted perdio su vivienda debido a problemas
econdmicos, desastre natural u otro motivo similary
estd viviendo temporeramente con amigos o
familiares o en un refugio, motel, vehiculo o
campamento; o en la calle, en un edificio
abandonado, entonces por ley, sus hijos son
elegibles para recibir beneficios provistos por
McKinney-Vento Act.

Sus hijos (PreK —12) tienen el derecho a:

» Continuar asistiendo a la misma escuela que
asistian antes de perder su vivienda (escuela
original), si es lo que el padre/tutor desea y es en
el mejor interés del estudiante o puede asistir a
la escuela de zona de la residencia temporera.

» Ser matriculado y asistir a clases inmediatamente
mientras la escuela hace los arreglos para el
traslado de escuela y recibir los registros de
vacunas y otros documentos necesarios para la
matricula.

» De ser necesario, matricular al estudiante y asistir
a la escuela seleccionada por el padre/tutor
(escuela original o por zona de residencia),
mientras que la escuela y el padre/tutor buscan
resolver la situacion de cual escuela es la mejor
para el nifio. — AVISO: Esto no significa cualquier
escuela en el distrito, solamente la escuela
original o la de zona de residencia.

> Recibir transportacion a la escuela original (si el
padre/tutor solicita esta transportacién). AVISO:
la politica del distrito establece que si el
estudiante vive a dos millas de la escuela,
entonces se le provee transportacion.

» Participar en cualquiera de los programas de la
escuela y recibir servicios para los que cualifica.
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Preguntas que los padres deben hacer en la
escuela

Los niflos pueden ser
motivados por su
interés en su dia
escolar, su tareay la
informacion que traen
de la escuela.

También se benefician
cuando usted toma
tiempo para hacer preguntas sobre la escuela y toma
tiempo para visitar la misma.

Estas son algunas preguntas que usted debe hacer
al visitar la escuela de su hijo:

» ¢éQuién es el contacto local de educacién para
estudiantes sin vivienda?

» ¢Qué transportacion hay disponible para que mi
hijo permanezca en la misma escuela?

» Sitiene que cambiar de escuela, iquién nos
puede ayudar para transferir los registros
rapidamente?

¢Existe un programa preescolar?
éTienen programa escolar de verano?

¢Qué servicios hay disponibles para mi hijo?

YV V V V

Si mi hijo necesita servicios de educacidn
especial, écdmo puedo solicitar que se evalte?

Y

¢Qué clases o programas ofrece la escuela para
ayudar a desarrollar los talentos de mi hijo (tales
como, arte, musica, matematicas, escritura
etc.)?

» ¢Qué actividades extracurriculares ofrece esta
escuela? ¢Como puede mi hijo participar?

» ¢Cémo puede mi hijo recibir comidas gratis en la
escuela?

» ¢éQué utiles escolares hay disponibles?

» éComo puede mi hijo participar en excursiones
educativas si no podemos pagar?

Servicios de educacion especial

Los nifios de Florida entre las edades de 3 a 22, que
son elegibles para los Programas de Educacion
Excepcional (ESE, por sus siglas en inglés), pueden
recibir una variedad de servicios provistos a través
del sistema escolar publico. Si un nifio que perdid su
vivienda y cualifica para beneficios McKinney-Vento,
tiene una discapacidad que ha sido identificada, él o
ella pueden ser elegible para recibir servicios de
educacion especial.

Los padres que consideren que su hijo podria
cualificar para servicios de educacién especial deben
comunicarse con el Departamento de ESE o de
Servicios al Estudiante en su distrito local para recibir
informacién adicional sobre los programas para
estudiantes con discapacidades.

Programa de desayuno y almuerzo gratis

Los niflos de escuelas publicas se benefician de
programas federales de nutricidn escolar que
proveen comidas nutritivas. Los nifios que cualifican
para recibir beneficios de McKinney-Vento pueden
recibir desayuno y almuerzo gratis si asisten a una
escuela que los ofrece.



