1) What is Bicameral and why does congress have it?
-Using the Chart2) How does California’s representation differ from Wyoming’s?

Qualifications and Term of Office
The Constitution sets the qualifications for the House of Representatives.
To be elected Representatives must be at least 25 years old, be citizens of the
United States for at least seven years, and be legal residents of the state that
elects them. Representatives usually live in the district they represent.
Members of the House of Representatives are elected for two-year terms.
Elbridge Gerry’s
Elections are held in November of even-numbered years. Representatives
Gerrymandering
begin their term of office on January 3 following the November election. This
means that every two years, all 435 members of the House must run for reelection. It also means that
the House changes every two years.
The Census Bureau takes a national census, or population count, every 10 years in order to assign a
number of representative seats to a state. This tells the states what their new representation will be for
the next 10 years. The first census was taken in 1790, and the next census will be in 2020. Each state
apportions{determines} the number of representatives it will have for the next 10 years based on the
state’s population. This process is called reapportionment.
Congressional Redistricting
Each new census decides how these seats will be divided among the states and their districts. Each
state is broken into districts. Each district must have about the same number of people in each of them.
Then each state legislature draws the boundaries for the congressional districts, one district for each
representative. Representatives are elected from these districts. If a state has only one representative,
it has one congressional district. Sometimes state legislatures misused the redistricting power in one of
two ways. Some states created districts of very unequal populations. For example, during the early
1960s, in some states the largest district had twice the population of the smallest district. Also, states
often would draw district boundaries to give one political party an advantage over the other. This
process is called gerrymandering.
Gerrymandering
When one party has more power in the state legislature, it often tries to redraw districts, so it can win
future elections. This results in oddly shaped districts. The term gerrymandering has been traced to
Elbridge Gerry. He was an early governor of Massachusetts. He approved a redistricting plan that gave
his party an advantage over the opposing party, the Federalists. The artist Gilbert Stuart thought the
outline of one district looked like a salamander. He made a drawing of it and added a head, wings, and
claws. A newspaper published the drawing as a cartoon and labeled it “Gerrymander.” The word
became popular as a way to describe this way of redrawing districts.
“Packing” and “Cracking” are ways to gerrymander. Packing means redrawing lines to take the
opposing party’s voters from several districts & put them into one district. This gives the party in power
more voters in the other districts. Cracking means dividing districts that have the opposing party’s voters
into many smaller districts. This gives the opposing party fewer voters in each of the smaller districts.
The Supreme Court has made several rulings to reduce some of the worst examples of gerrymandering.
However, there is still competition in the two-party system. This competition often results in
gerrymandering. Many districts today are still drawn in very odd shapes for political reasons.

3) How does the House apportion seats in the House of Representatives?
4) How are districts set up in each state?
5) Explain Gerrymandering.
6) What is Packing and Cracking?
7) Why is Gerrymandering bad for the opposing party?

8) How long is a Senate term?
9) What makes the Senate a Continuous body?
-Using the Chart10) What is the youngest age at which a person may become a member
of congress and is it in the House or Senate?

