Advanced Placement English Language and Composition
2018 Summer Reading Assignments
Mrs. E. Stone
1. Read the science fiction novel Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Complete the
Character Bone Structure sheet (attached) on the main character, Guy Montag. All
parts should be filled out as you read and all answers are quotes from the ENTIRE
book. Each quote should be documented with the page number from which you get
your information, and the page number is to be placed at the end of each quote.
Ex: loves his job at first: “Montag grinned the fierce grin of all men singed and driven
back by flame” (4). Of course, this sheet will not be enough for all your notes, so
feel free to use this as a model and write your information on other pieces of paper,
either handwritten or computer generated. You will have a test over this book on the first day of class.
This test will be your first grade for the class and will be summative.
2. Read the biography 1776 by David McCullough. As you read, create a double entry journal with
annotations (examples on the pages that follow). Your journal/ annotations (a set for each section)
should extensively detail your impressions, questions, reactions or other general comments. (What do
you notice about diction, imagery, language?) Avoid just writing about what happens in the text. Your
annotations are due by midterm 1st quarter. This journal will count as a summative grade.
I want to encourage you to purchase your own copies of these books so that you can annotate in the
book as you read. This will become a common practice for you in college. If you are unable to purchase
the books for any reason, please see me before the end of the school year to borrow one of my copies.
If you have any questions at all while working on this assignment please feel free to email me –
stonecentral29@gmail.com You can also text me by signing up for the REMIND APP that we will use
extensively next year. The join code for REMIND is: @h74ak24
These two assignments WILL NOT drop your grade unreasonably. They will count as 10% of your first
quarter grade. This means that if you do not do them your grade will start at a 90%. The assignments are
important as they build a foundation for what we will do all year in AP Lang.

Character Bone Structure of Montag
Due: __________________

Name:

 This material helps to understand the physical and psychological background of characters found in
literature concerning physiology, sociology, and psychology. When possible, use quotes to support your
answers. Write down page numbers.
 As you read, record your observations. Write down page numbers where you find the information.
 Some of the information will not be written in black and white – you will have to infer the information.
Physiology:
Element
Gender
Age
Height
Weight
Note: eyes, hair, skin

This helps your description concerning Montag’s appearance and outward
attitude.
Description
Page #

Posture
Appearance (dress)
Defects
Heredity
Other notable aspects
Sociology
Element
Class (social standing)
Education
Relationship with
family
Religion
Place in the community
(is Montag
liked/disliked in his
community?)
How spends time

This includes the Montag’s home location, type of job, family life, wealth
(amount of money), and how free time is spent
Description
Page #

Psychology
Element
Moral Standards

This includes how a character acts because of attitude. Please attempt to
describe the mental state of the character. Try to offer reasons for
character’s actions due to attitude.
Description
Page #

Personal Ambitions

Frustrations

Temperament

Is Montag mild mannered or hostile? When Montag comes in
contact with different persons, how does he/she respond?
Does he act differently around different people?

Attitude toward life

Complexes
Element
Extrovert, Introvert,
Ambivert (both)

Are there any mental problems which cause him/her to act in a particular
manner? Or, what mental processes occur that cause him/her to act in a
particular manner?)
Description
Page #
Is the character outgoing and social, keeps to him/herself and
doesn’t mix with other people, or can be described as at one
time moody and to him/herself while at other times outgoing
and social?

1776 Reading Journal

Due: Midterm 1st Quarter

General Instructions
 Journal entries MUST be handwritten in blue or black ink, no pencil please. This forces you to ponder your
thoughts and make deliberate choices. Also, it makes you work on your handwriting. The AP test has three
handwritten timed essays.
 Make sure that you bring your journals with you to class on the due date. This will be part of our class
discussion on the due dates.
 I want you to write the entries as you read—not when you finish reading the book. Part of your grade will
be based on whether the entry is written while you read—and it is easy to determine.
 Each entry should be approximately 3/4 to full page in length. I am looking for quality analysis.
 Make sure to include the page number after the quoted text.
 You are required to have a minimum of 7 journal entries for the book.
 Please use the following format for your entries.
If you try to wait and begin reading this after school starts you will quickly become overwhelmed. Please read the
book over the summer. You will have time to work on the journals after school starts but there will be other
assignments that will require your attention.
Text: Record the text from 1776 in this space. Do not use the ellipsis mark before or after the quote, and I would
prefer that you not use it in the middle of the quote either. If the quote is important enough to comment on,
then quote it all. Don’t forget to include the page number after the quote. (Cite it in MLA format).
Critical, Analytical Response
Personal Response
In this space you are to analyze the author’s use of
In this space write your personal response. Tell how
language and narrative techniques that you noted.
the quote or events surrounding this quote make you
Consider the following questions: (naturally you
feel, make you remember, or make you consider. Use
wouldn’t answer all of them for every entry—these are the pronoun “I” here. The response in this column
just suggestions)
should make connections to your life, to other works of
literature that you have read, songs, or to events in the
 Discuss the language in a specific passage. How
world.
does the diction contribute to the overall tone?
Consider connotations.
The key is the connections. Do not be overly basic,
 How is the personality of a specific character
vague, or clichéd. The purpose of analysis and close
established within a specific passage or stanza?
reading is to become one with the text, dissect the
Consider the use of dialogue, foils, and/or actions.
 Setting is often a pivotal factor in the development craft, and discover hidden meanings. Report on this. It
provides evidence of your intellect.
of them.
 Consider a notable literary technique in the text?
Is there irony, satire, symbolism, allusions, etc.?
What is the impact of the technique on the overall
work?
 Are there any predominant images that keep
recurring throughout the work?
 Discuss how some of the characters or situations
fit into the typical archetypal categories.
 Explain the effect of any unusual organizational or
rhetorical strategies in the work—multiple
narrators; pacing elements (flashbacks, intercalary
chapters, time lapses, etc.); unusual punctuation
or use of italics; chapter divisions; syntax, like
repetition of words and phrases or rhetorical
questions; letters about events.
 What are the key characteristics of the speaker of
narrator?

For example:

Text: “Washington never accounted for his part in what happened at the Battle of Long Island,
and for many the brilliant success of the night escape would serve both as proof of his ability
and a way to ease the humiliation and pain of defeat. The Americans could also rightly claim
that they had been vastly outnumbered by a far-better-trained army, and that given the odds
against them, they had, in several instances, shown exemplary courage and tenacity.”
Critical Analysis:
Response:
The British forces occupy Long Island, far from David McCullough book and especially this
the Hudson River where Washington has
quote places an intense spotlight on General
already built many defenses. This is a smart
George Washington and those who marched
move, since the Loyalists in Long Island give
loyally with him during 1776 -the year of the
the soldiers added support. Had the British
Declaration of Independence - when the
landed on the west side of Manhattan, by
whole American cause was riding on their
contrast, they would not have been able to
success. If General Washington and his men
march inland without resistance.
lose, then all hope for independence is
Washington receives a bad piece of
dashed and the noble ideals of the
information and makes a huge strategic
Declaration would have amounted to little
mistake as a result. But this chapter also
more than words on paper. Many other
emphasizes his character and what makes
history book and documents jump around
Washington such an unexpected leader: he
and just try to give the overall picture. But
delivers an inspiring speech in which he
1776 is strongly fixated on Washington’s
highlights the beliefs that American is fighting character. The book, especially in this
for. He ties those principles to the actual lives chapter blows our idyllic perception of the
of his own soldiers.
nation’s first president and instead points out
The British embarrass Washington and his his character flaws, his trials and troubles,
army by attacking Long Island without so
only then does it turn to focus on the high
much as a false step. It is important to
points in 1776. Because the focus is limited
remember that Washington never fought a
and because of the author’s skill, this
major battle aside from the simple assaults he becomes an accurate account of what life and
commanded during his war with the French.
death was like for these men. Instead of an
The eleventh-hour deviations he makes to the abundance of days and names, the story
line of command seem to reveal his tendency follows Washington and his army as well as
towards nervousness or fear. This is a major
the British from the issues in Boston all the
blow to Washington’s ego because his troops way through to his crossing of the Delaware
are clearly ill equipped to fight. The troops
and his unexpected victories.
are not ready to fight and are they are badly
outnumbered. Washington’s major character
flaw is that he doesn’t take responsibility for
his actions.

