Dear Parents,						                             October 22, 2024 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In our continued effort to keep parents and families informed of Florida Statute and requirements for student progression to 4th grade, we are sending you this letter.  Please carefully read the information below.  The third grade teachers have also created a power point that will be on our VES Website that takes you through the information in state law and provides you with an easy-to-read flow chart to assist you in understanding requirements for promotion to 4th grade.

If you have any questions, feel free to call the school. 

Sincerely,
Third Grade Teachers


STATUTORY REQUIREMENT FOR THIRD-GRADE READING 
Florida law [section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.)] says that third graders who do not have a score of Level 2 or above on the statewide Florida Standards Assessment ̶English Language Arts (FSA-ELA) must be retained (not promoted to grade 4). However, children who demonstrate the required reading level through a state-approved alternative standardized reading test or through a student portfolio can be granted a good cause exemption and be promoted to grade 4. A student will only be retained in grade 3 once. 

If your child does not score at Level 2 or above, you will be notified by the school that your child will not be promoted to grade 4 until he or she achieves the required reading level. Students who are retained must be given intensive instruction in reading to help them catch up. You will be given information about the intensive instruction that will be provided to help your child make progress in reading. 

Note: Some students with disabilities, some English language learners (ELL) and some students who have already been retained can receive a good cause exemption and be promoted even though they are not reading at the required level. If your child is not eligible for the good cause exemption, you will be notified as to why your child is not eligible.

Third Grade Expectations The specific skills that students need in reading are described in the. https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/elabeststandardsfinal.pdf​.  The standards describe what Florida students should know and be able to do at each grade level. By the end of grade 3, students are expected to be able to read independently. This means that they can read and understand words, sentences and paragraphs without help. In order to meet the minimum reading requirements for the end of grade 3, students are asked to demonstrate at least a limited ability to determine the meaning of words using appropriate strategies, apply reading comprehension and literary analysis, skills, and locate, interpret and organize information for a variety of purposes from grade-appropriate texts encompassing a range of complexity.




