2017 Senior CP and Honors Independent Reading
General requirements: Independent reading is required in all Language Arts classes at Grayson High School. At the senior
level, grades associated with independent reading make up a total of 5% of the student’s classroom assessment (CA) category
grade. Independent reading assessments will be conducted first semester.
Independent reading requirements: All honors and college preparatory levels are required to read ONE of these titles
during the summer or the start of the school year. However, many students find that reading over the summer prevents their
having to read the full requirement once the busy school year begins. Students who read from the grade level choice list over
the summer will use that book for the independent reading assessment. There are a limited amount of books in the school
library, so read early.
Independent reading requirements: Students will be required to read one book of choice based on the selections listed
below. All titles have been approved by the Grayson High School media committee, but we encourage parents to approve the
reading selection as some titles may contain mild sexual content, violence, and/or coarse language.
Assessments: Independent reading will be assessed with an e-class assignment.
12th College Prep & Honors:
Choose one of the selections:

Eaters of the Dead—Michael Crichton
The year is A.D. 922. A refined Arab courtier, representative of the powerful Caliph of Baghdad, encounters a party of
Viking warriors who are journeying to the barbaric North. He is appalled by their Viking customs—the wanton
sexuality of their pale, angular women, their disregard for cleanliness . . . their cold-blooded human sacrifices. But it
is not until they reach the depths of the Northland that the courtier learns the horrifying and inescapable truth: he has
been enlisted by these savage, inscrutable warriors to help combat a terror that plagues them—a monstrosity that
emerges under cover of night to slaughter the Vikings and devour their flesh . . . (from Amazon.com)


Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption—Laura Hillenbrand
In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running,
discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete
became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army
Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life
raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft,
and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with
ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy,
would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. (from Amazon.com)



The Handmaid’s Tale—Margaret Atwood
The Handmaid's Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to forget its images and its forecast. Set in
the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, a
monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond,
the repressive intolerance of the original Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with
bizarre consequences for the women and men in its population. The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the
unfortunate Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed, tender,
despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the establishment's calm facade, as certain
tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical conclusions…(from Amazon.com)



Vanishing Girls-- Dara and Nick used to be inseparable, but that was before the accident that left Dara's beautiful
face scarred and the two sisters totally estranged. When Dara vanishes on her birthday, Nick thinks Dara is just
playing around. But another girl, nine-year-old Madeline Snow, has vanished, too, and Nick becomes increasingly
convinced that the two disappearances are linked. Now Nick has to find her sister, before it's too late. In this edgy and
compelling novel, Lauren Oliver creates a world of intrigue, loss, and suspicion as two sisters search to find
themselves, and each other. (from Amazon.com)



A Monster Calls—Patrick Ness
At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-old Conor wakes to find a monster outside his bedroom window. But it
isn't the monster Conor's been expecting-- he's been expecting the one from his nightmare, the nightmare he's had
nearly every night since his mother started her treatments. The monster in his backyard is different. It's ancient. And
wild. And it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and dangerous. It wants the truth. From the final idea
of award-winning author Siobhan Dowd-- whose premature death from cancer prevented her from writing it herself-Patrick Ness has spun a haunting and darkly funny novel of mischief, loss, and monsters both real and
imagined…(from amazon.com
(Turn to back for more options.)



We All Looked Up—Tommy Wallach
Four high school seniors put their hopes, hearts, and humanity on the line as an asteroid hurtles toward Earth. They
always say that high school is the best time of your life. Peter, the star basketball player at his school, is worried “they”
might actually be right. Meanwhile Eliza can’t wait to escape Seattle—and her reputation—and perfect-on-paper Anita
wonders if admission to Princeton is worth the price of abandoning her real dreams. Andy, for his part, doesn’t
understand all the fuss about college and career—the future can wait. Or can it? Because it turns out the future is
hurtling through space with the potential to wipe out life on Earth. As these four seniors—along with the rest of the
planet—wait to see what damage an asteroid will cause, they must abandon all thoughts of the future and decide how
they’re going to spend what remains of the present…(from Amazon.com)



Boy 21 -- Matthew Quick
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in broken-down Bellmont, a town ruled by the Irish mob,
drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, his dad works nights, and Finley is left to take care of his
disabled grandfather alone. He's always dreamed of getting out someday, but until he can, putting on that number 21
jersey makes everything seem okay. Russ has just moved to the neighborhood, and the life of this teen basketball
phenom has been turned upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he won't pick up a basketball, but
answers only to the name Boy21--taken from his former jersey number. As their final year of high school brings these
two boys together, a unique friendship may turn out to be the answer they both need. (from Amazon.com)



Along for the Ride– Sarah Desson
Nights have always been Auden’s time, her chance to escape everything that’s going on around her. Then she meets
Eli, a fellow insomniac, and he becomes her nocturnal tour guide. Now, with an endless supply of summer nights
between them, almost anything can happen. . . . (from Amazon.com)



I am Charlotte Simmons: A Novel—Tom Wolfe
Tom Wolfe presents a sensational new novel about life, love, and learning--or the lack of it--amid today's American
colleges. Our story unfolds at fictional Dupont University: those Olympian halls of scholarship housing the cream of
America's youth, the roseate Gothic spires and manicured lawns suffused with tradition . . . Or so it appears to
beautiful, brilliant Charlotte Simmons, a sheltered freshman from North Carolina. But Charlotte soon learns, to her
mounting dismay, that for the upper-crust coeds of Dupont, sex, cool, and kegs trump academic achievement every
time. As Charlotte encounters the paragons of Dupont's privileged elite--her roommate, Beverly, a Groton-educated
Brahmin in lusty pursuit of lacrosse players; Jojo Johanssen, the only white starting player on Dupont's godlike
basketball team, whose position is threatened by a hotshot black freshman from the projects; the Young Turk of Saint
Ray fraternity, Hoyt Thorpe, whose heady sense of entitlement and social domination is clinched by his accidental
brawl with a bodyguard for the governor of California; and Adam Geller, one of the Millennial Mutants who run the
university's "independent" newspaper and who consider themselves the last bastion of intellectual endeavor on the
sex-crazed, jock-obsessed campus--she is seduced by the heady glamour of acceptance, betraying both her values and
upbringing before she grasps the power of being different--and the exotic allure of her own innocence…(from
Amazon.com)



Among Heroes: A U.S. Navy SEAL's True Story of Friendship, Heroism, and the Ultimate Sacrifice—Brandon Webb
As a Navy SEAL, Brandon Webb rose to the top of the world’s most elite sniper corps, experiencing years of punishing
training and combat missions from the Persian Gulf to Afghanistan. Along the way, Webb served beside, trained, and
supported men he came to know not just as fellow warriors, but as friends and, eventually, as heroes. This is his
personal account of eight extraordinary SEALs who gave all for their comrades and their country with remarkable
valor and abiding humanity: Matt “Axe” Axelson, who perished on Afghanistan’s Lone Survivor mission; Chris
Campbell, Heath Robinson, and JT Tumilson, who were among the casualties of Extortion 17; Glen Doherty, Webb’s
best friend, killed while helping secure the successful rescue and extraction of American CIA and State Department
diplomats in Benghazi; and other close friends, classmates, and fellow warriors. These are men who left behind
powerfully instructive examples of what it means to be alive—and what it truly means to be a hero…(from
Amazon.com).



The Art of Fielding—Chad Harbach
At Westish College, baseball star Henry Skrimshander seems destined for big league until a routine throw goes
disastrously off course. In the aftermath of his error, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's fight against selfdoubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert Affenlight has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love.
Owen Dunne becomes caught up in a dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz realizes he has guided Henry's career at the
expense of his own. And Pella Affenlight returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated marriage, determined to start a
new life. As the season counts down to its climactic final game, these five are forced to confront their deepest hopes,
anxieties, and secrets. Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the tenderness of youth, "The Art of
Fielding is mere baseball fiction the way Moby Dick is just a fish story" (Nicholas Dawidoff). It is an expansive,
warmhearted novel about ambition and its limits, about family and friendship and love, and about commitment--to
oneself and to others…(from amazon.com)

